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PRELIMINARY AND SHORT REPORTS
AN AID FOR ELECTROLYSIS UNDER FILTERED ULTRA-VIOLET IN
TINEA CAPITIS
ROYAL M. MONTGOMERY, M.D.*
New York
Darier (1) in 1909 reported the use of electrolysis in cases of tinea capitis to destroy the
few remaining infected hairs. Recently Costello (2) reported the use of filtered ultra-
violet light (Wood's Light) to assist in finding infected hairs and removing them by
electrolysis in treating tinea capitis.
This author has found that a fluorescent dye on the electrolysis needle greatly aids in the
accurate insertion of the needle into an infected hair follicle under filtered ultra-violet light
in cases of tinea capitis.
Radio-frequency electrolysis has been used for the past three years at the New York Skin
and Cancer Unit to destroy the few positive hairs that regrow following x-ray epilation.
These positive hairs frequently fracture on manual epilation so that a cure is sometimes
delayed for months.
One difficulty encountered in this method is the proper insertion of the needle into the
hair follicle. Under filtered ultra-violet light (Wood's Light) it is difficult to see the elec-
trolysis needle. By dipping the needle into a fluorescent lacquer it is easily inserted into
the infected hair follicle. The lacquer does not insulate the needle as an ointment base
tends to do. A golden fluorescent dye (3) was thought preferable because if the dye re-
mained in the hair follicle it would not be mistaken for an infected hair.
CONCLUSION
A method is described whereby a needle covered with a fluorescent lacquer can easily be
inserted into the follicle of a fluorescent infected hair. With the proper radio-frequency
electrolysis the hair is quickly destroyed and comes out in toto.
This method is helpful in early cases, in which only a few hairs are involved, in those
cases approaching puberty when x-ray epilation is not used and in cases following epilation
in which a few positive hairs reappear.
It also speeds the return of the child to school.
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